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act of discretion than inclination; and, that however
I seemed so absolutely given up to what he had
proposed, yet my answer was really an effect of my
obedience rather than my choice; so he returned
very quick upon me, Look you, son, though J give
you my own thoughts in the matter, yet I would
have you be very plain with me; for if your own
choice does not agree with mine, I will be your ad-
viser, but will never impose upon you; and there-
fore let me know your mind freely. I don't
reckon myself capable, sir, said I, with a great
deal of respect, to make so good a choice for my-
self as you can for me; and though my opinion dif-
fered from yours, its being your opinion would reform
mine, and my judgment would as readily comply
as my duty. I gather at least from thence, said
my father, that your designs lay another way be-
fore, however they, may comply with mine: and
therefore I would know what it was you would have
asked of me if I had not offered this to you; and
you must not deny me your obedience in this, if you
expect I should believe your readiness in the other.

Sir, said I, 'twas impossible I should lay out for
myself just what you have proposed; but if my in-
clinations were never so contrary, though at your
command you shall know them, yet I declare them
to be wholly subjected to your order. I confess my
thoughts did not tend towards marriage or a settle-
ment ; for though I had no reason to question your
care of me, yet I thought a gentleman ought always
to see something of the world before he confined
himself to any part of it: and if I had been to ask
your consent to anything, it should have been to
give me leave to travel for a short time, in order to
qualify myself to appear at home like a son to so
good a father.

In what capacity would you travel ? replied my